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Opinions

Everybody has one...

Recruit Class Achievement

Union County Fire Department is in constant need for more
volunteers. There are many areas where citizens of Union County
can volunteer and give back to the community. The greatest need is
volunteer firefighters. Becoming a volunteer firefighter can be one
of the most challenging and rewarding ways in which to serve your
community. Last week, a group of dedicated individuals completed

the UCFD recruit class that qualifies —

them as National Professional Qualifi- I:"e Iaept. -~

cations — Firefighter One (NPQ-FF1). | from Union {
Persons who wish to join the fire Fﬁzl::r;\ti‘; i B ﬁ /

department as a volunteer firefighter =

can enter the department at a support Dawid \ 1

firefighter level. The class is approxi- Dyer -

mately 40 hours and it teaches persons
how to operate on the fireground at a support level. Persons who
wish to be actively engaged in fighting fire (going into burning
buildings) must complete the recruit class to become NPQ-FF1
qualified.

The recruit class involves approximately 200 hours of class-
room and hands-on firefighting training. Recruits are taught how to
operate on the fireground and how to extinguish fires. They are also
instructed on rescue operations and hazardous materials responses.

The recruit class began in January and the recruits have been
in class two nights a week and every other Saturday. They have com-
pleted all testing required by Union County Fire Department and
Georgia Firefighters Standards and Training Council (GFSTC).

Last Saturday was the recruit’s final evaluation. Recruits
were exposed to a live fire scenario in a burn building. The burn
building is a metal building used for live fire training. A fire, con-
sisting of wood and other material found in a home, is set and fire-
fighters are exposed to the similar conditions of a residential fire.

Recruits are then required to enter the burn building and ex-
tinguish the fire using proper techniques. Recruits are exposed the
heat, smoke, sounds, limited visibility, and other conditions of a
fire. Instructors make every effort to create the same conditions
that a firefighter would experience on a residential structure fire.
Although the recruits are being evaluated, they are gaining valu-
able knowledge and experience that will assist them when they re-
spond to an actual emergency.

The recruit class has worked hard and has done an amaz-

See Dyer, page 5A

Steve McQueen
“King of Cool.” Do you know what his most valued possession
was? It’s probably not what you think.
litt” splashed ink into the movie memorabilia headlines in 2018.
After the car’s location had been a mystery for decades, its owner
Detroit. McQueen had tried several | All Things
times to buy the famous Bullitt Mus- New |
¥
years after he filmed the movie. He Yy &
never owned it. Wayne ‘ ey
Fouler Al

boy image. It started young. Aban-
doned in his infancy by his father, his mother handed him over to
abusive, so he lived as a delinquent on the streets. His mother
eventually remanded him to a home for boys. He left there at
carnival barker.

He joined the U.S. Marine Corps in 1947. They instilled
After his enlistment, he took up acting. But even while becom-
ing the world’s highest-paid actor, his life was plagued by broken

In his late 40s, he started pilot training. His flight instructor
was Sammy Mason. Mason became a father figure to McQueen,
to McQueen’s questions about God and faith. McQueen began at-
tending church with Mason. Within three months he had enough

Six months later, he was diagnosed with a form of lung
cancer caused by asbestos. After U.S. doctors told him no other
there Billy Graham visited him, and gave McQueen his personal
Bible. It immediately became McQueen’s most valued possession.
before Thanksgiving in 1980. He was only 50. Now you know the
rest of the story, also told in his wife’s book STEVE MCQUEEN:

Remember actor Steve McQueen? He was known as the
The 1968 Ford Mustang GT 390 used in his movie “Bul-
agreed to display it at a car show in
tang. The last time was in 1977, ten ' &
McQueen had a reckless bad
her parents. At age eight, she took him back. The stepfather was
16 for serial jobs as a merchant marine, oil field roughneck, and
some discipline in him, but only after he spent time in the brig.
relationships and substance abuse.
but more importantly he was a Christian willing to offer answers
answers, so Steve McQueen believed in Christ Jesus.
treatment was available, he sought alternatives in Mexico. It was
He died three days later with that Bible in his hands. It was just
THE LAST MILE, and the movie STEVE MCQUEEN: AMERI-

See Fowler, page 5A

Commissioner’s Questions

Q. Where will the county be obtaining fill dirt for the
new road project into the Farmers Market?

A. The Leon Davenport Family has agreed to allow us to
obtain the fill dirt from their property just across the highway near
the new Sears store location. In addition, there will be other fill
dirt hauled in from different locations that we may also utilize.

Q. We hear that Union Coun-

ty will be building a new access fro%%rfi\on
road from Highway 515 to School County

Circle. Is this true? Commissioner

A. This is in the design phase
right now. GDOT has suggested this
would be a way to solve the access
problem that will be created by a con-
crete median along the section of highway in front of the new
Sears location on Highway 515 East. Currently, the new design for
the Highway 515 widening includes a concrete median separating
east bound and west bound traffic. This creates limited access for
crossover traffic in this area. In other words, if you are coming
from Young Harris and wanted to go to the new Sears location
or the adjacent commercial property, you would have to go to the
traffic signal at the Glenn Gooch By-Pass and make a U-turn. This
concrete barrier will also cause left turn issues in the future for
accessing the new county property. The County will also be ne-
gotiating with GDOT for assistance in constructing this proposed
access road.

Q. So how will a new road accessing Highway 515 and
School Circle make this concrete median area work better?

A If the county constructs this new road between Sears and
the other commercial property, it will connect Highway 515 and
School Circle. We are hoping GDOT will grant us an access point
here that will allow for crossover traffic, so vehicles can turn left
or right at this point as they do now. This will benefit everyone on
both sides of the highway and would also help some of the school
traffic by giving them another option for exiting this area. This
is all very complicated and will take a lot of work, meetings, de-
signs and some frustration along the way. We just met with GDOT
in Gainesville again this week to further discuss the possibilities.
However, we feel in the end, this will enhance the commercial
area in this vicinity and improve safety with easier access for the

See Paris, page 5A
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Drug Free Mountain Life

Pot: Dazed and Confused
For How Long?

How long does marijuana leave young
people dazed and confused? How long does it
take for their brains
to bounce back?
About three days,
according to new re-
search published in

The DRUG FREE
MOUNTAIN LIFE cam-
paign supports an overall
safe community by provid-

the journal of JAMA ing information, education
Psychiatry. and support services to
The study, children, families, and com-

munity toward prevention

which looked at the of illegal substance abuse.

immediate impact
of how marijuana
impacts the brain in young people, found that
when adolescent chronic marijuana users laid off
the drug for 72 hours, their cognitive functions
returned almost to the level of non-users. That
means that for up to 3 whole days though, their
conscious mental activities (such as thinking,
understanding, learning, and remembering) was
impaired to some degree.

But while the immediate impact appears

See Drug Free, page 5A

Letters to the Editor

Thanks to the Community
Dear Editor,

FOCUS - Fellowship of Christians United
to Serve wishes to express our sincere appre-
ciation to the many businesses, churches and
ministries who helped support the recent FO-
CUS festival. Your gifts and donations made it
a possibility. We especially thank Union County
Farmers Market, Antioch Baptist Church, First
Community Bank, Impact Design, Budget
Blinds, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church,
WUCG Radio, The Soundman 4 U, Azzarello’s
Photography, State Farm Insurance Co., and
Walmart for their generosity as well as so many
other businesses and organizations who provid-
ed gifts, certificates and donations from Union
and Towns counties. We were also enormously
blessed to have musicians sharing their gifts of
talent at the festival. Thank you to Ken Soltys,
Jay Gordon, Jayna Jennings, Mountain Sounds,
Shady Grove Bluegrass Band and Rock of Christ
Band.

We are blessed to live in such a generous
community. We had 60 various churches, minis-
tries, and vendors at this year’s festival. The gen-
eral consensus is to continue having a FOCUS
Festival next year to again bring the community
together for fellowship and outreach. May God
bless each of you.

John and Bea Nishimuta
FOCUS Steering Team

[ ]
A Mom
Dear Editor,

We just celebrated Mother’s Day this past
Sunday on the 13th of May and I want to thank
all moms who are faithful to the call of being a
good mom in their role as wife, as a mom to her
kids, even if you are a single mom who loves her
children this article is to encourage you all to re-
main dedicated to your family, for without moms
being the backbone of the family, the glue that
holds it altogether, where would we be. A mom’s
work is never done. Her mind never stops think-
ing of better ways to encourage her family and
see to their every need. Most moms today have
to work outside the home to make ends meet, yet
when she gets home she goes into full mode and
gets dinner started, hopefully with help from her
hubby, if he’s allowed in the kitchen or her kids
perhaps can set the table and help as much as
they can, like doing the dishes afterwards. Moms
have a unique talent of having eyes in back of
their head. They don’t miss a trick and they are
alert to any situation that might arise quickly.
They are swift on their feet and know when
something is not right in the household and at-
tends to the matter at hand.

Moms work tirelessly to keep the family

See Combs, page 5A
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"And some folks say
Christmas only comes once a year!"

Letters to the Editor

Political Emails
Dear Editor,

(Sent) Today, I got an email from Johnny
Isakson, our senior Georgia Senator, replying to
an email in which I asked him to justify the FISC/
FISA against his oath to “protect, preserve and
defend the Constitution of the United States,”
including the 4th Amendment.

He was curt and adamant that “national se-
curity” is more important than individual rights
but he avowed that the FISC is bound to search
warrants issued by a federal judge.

Of course, he made no mention of how
Robert Mueller’s investigators withheld infor-
mation from the FISC to obtain their warrants
against people in the Trump campaign.

The Constitution is becoming, as Obama
said, “just words.”

I’ll never again waste my time on Johnny
Isakson, David Perdue or Doug Collins. I hate to
admit it but, with them, it’s pointless.

Almost all Republican Senators voted to
reauthorize FISC for another six months.

The Utah Data Center is “listening” to ev-
ery electronic conversation / communication that
passes over the airways.

(Reply) Agreed. A few years ago I went to

See Mitchell, page 5A

Solar Panels
Dear Editor,

The question of solar panel production of
energy has been brought up several times in let-
ters to the editor. The question as to what this
would mean to Union County GA has not been
discussed. The following are facts to be used in
analysis and suggested solutions.

a. Solar panels energy production (I Gw
hr per year requires 3.7 acres for the project)
that means an acre would product 270,270 Kw
hr annually. (National Renewable Energy Labo-
ratory, NREL)

b. Cost to install
$500,000.00 per acre (NREL)

c. Energy use in Union County for 2017
was 236,910,145 Kw hr (Blue Ridge Mountain
EMC)

d. Govt. owned acres (USNF, TVA,
County, State) 98,000 (Union County Board of
Assessors)

e. Privately owned acres 106,736 (Union
County Board of Assessors)

f. Solar panels have a life span of twenty
to twenty-five years (NREL)

If the solar energy proponents want to
provide the energy Union County needs, it

solar panels is

See Burch, page 5A

Around The Farm

Sirendy

Granny and Aunt Mabel were two similar
women. Both were hardworking and stubborn.

Both of them could be hot headed and
quick tempered. At times they loved each other

and at times they

despised each other. Around
The relationship be- | The Farm
tween my Granny

and her sister-in- .
law (Papa’s sister) %céeq
could be sister-like, Gummings

adversarial and em-
pathetic. And Granny had different names for her
depending upon the situation at hand.

The marriages between Papa and Granny
and then Mabel and Uncle Hollis were very close
together. The couples were constantly visiting
each other and swapping work on each other’s
farm. Hollis helped Papa clear his farm and Papa
helped Hollis clear his farm. Granny and Mabel
swapped recipes and helped their mother-in-law
with her housework. But, the relationship be-
tween the sisters-in-law soon began to cool.

As Granny came to know and understand
the individual members of Papa’s family she
began to realize Mabel dominated the family.
Mabel was her daddy’s pet and every one of her
siblings knew it. Mabel usually got whatever
she wanted from her daddy and mother. For ex-
ample, Papa wanted to buy the home place from
his daddy and mother. They refused and gave
the home place to his youngest brother, Poggy.
Papa wanted the home place and offered to buy
it again from his parents and again they refused.
His dad had to go to the courthouse to pay the
back taxes to get the home place back in their
name. Finally, Aunt Mabel was given the home
place by her parents.

Sometime after this Granny began calling
Aunt Mabel by the name of May Bell when she
was aggravated by Mabel’s antics. Shortly after
Mabel received the home Papa’s father died.
Their daddy owned close to 500 acres of land.
Papa paid for the funeral and his father’s medical
expenses. The only inheritance he received was
an old pocket knife, pocket watch and the fam-
ily dinner bell. Mabel found out that Papa had
received these items and she came to his house
and demanded the items. Papa was not at home
at the time. So, Granny handled the situation by
saying, “May Bell, get out of this house”.

The two women had not spoken for 10 or
11 months when the cotton crop demanded atten-
tion. Mabel needed Granny’s help and Granny
needed Mabel’s help. So, first Granny helped
Mabel get her crop laid by. The next day Mabel’s
car wouldn’t start so Granny went to get her in
the old 1957 Chevy step side pick-up. As they

See Cummings, page 5A

Chamber Events

The 2018 Chamber Buy Local Extrava-
ganza is scheduled for June 21st. There will be
an estimated 750 attendees and over 100 local
businesses displaying their products and services
Businesses wishing to reserve a booth or table
can sign up on the web site at www.visitblairsvil-

lega.com/events and [ Bjairsville T
click on “Buy Local| -Union
Extravaganza” or| County
businesses can come c:“".';be"

by the Chamber of- resident

fice and pick up a A Farper ’

registration ~ form.
United Community Bank, Dixie Confections and
Amazing Grace Catering are our Sponsors.

Members can add events to the Chamber
calendar by going to www.visitblairsvillega.
com/events and clicking on the “add an event”
button. They will be viewed and approved by the
Chamber staff.

With summer coming the Chamber office
is getting very busy. Visitors are coming in to
the Welcome Center searching for information
on local businesses and venues. We would like
to put out a call for Welcome Center volunteers.

See Harper, page 5A

RC&D

The Southern Blue Ridge Fire
Learning Network

This week we are attending the Southern
Blue Ridge Fire Learning Network (SBR FLN)
annual meeting in Pickens, South Carolina.

The SBR FLN
is a gathering of| RC&D
natural resource | Executive  EL W&
managers who are| Director )
dedicated to bring- \
ing fire back into our 7W
mountain  environ- Reley

ment. Fire is a natu-

ral phenomenon that has occurred in our forests
since the beginning of time and will continue
long after we are gone no matter how hard we
try to prevent it.

The Firewise and Fire Adapted programs
don’t try to prevent fire, but educate people who
live in the wildland areas how to prepare and
protect their property from the out-of-control
wildfire that is coming to their backyard one day.
Partners in the Southern Blue Ridge FLN (SBR
FLN) collaborate to develop, share and apply
the best available science to restore fire across
a vast, diverse region. Partners and stakeholders
work in teams in the network’s eight landscapes
to set and achieve restoration goals in their fire-
adapted pine and oak forests. Vegetation maps,
models and tools developed by partners help
build a cohesive vision and description of res-
toration needs. Landscape teams have adapted a
regional treatment prioritization tool and applied
it locally, with each learning from other land-
scapes’ work.

The SBR FLN has also collaborated with
the Cherokee National Forest Landscape Resto-
ration Initiative, Central Appalachians FLN and
LANDFIRE to adapt LANDFIRE models to this
region. The models, along with a LIDAR-based
forest structure analysis and the vegetation maps,
have been used to estimate the loss of current
vegetation from historic conditions across the
National Forests of North Carolina. This infor-
mation is informing forest planning and National
Environmental Policy Analysis (NEPA) projects
in several landscapes.

Fire history research on three SBR FLN
landscapes is shaping prescribed fire regimes.
Evidence that fire historically played a role in
maintaining these forests—which are changing,
due to almost a century of fire suppression—is
also being used to build wider support for the use
of controlled fire. Partnership burns across mul-
tiple ownerships have become common in most
landscapes, and more are planned for the com-
ing year. Partly because of the last SBR regional
workshop in Hiawassee, GA, state agencies in
North and South Carolina are now performing

See Riley, page 5A
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